DOCKET NO.: 25451 9US6PCT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



IN RE APPLICATION OF: Yasushi KATAYAMA 
SERIAL NO.: NEW U.S. PCT APPLICATION 
FILED: HEREWITH 

INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NO.: PCT/JP03/14635 
INTERNATIONAL FILING DATE: November 18, 2003 

FOR: INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS AND METHOD, AND COMPUTER 
PROGRAM 

REQUEST FOR PRIORITY UNDER 35 U.S.C. 119 
AND THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313 

Sir: 

In the matter of the above-identified application for patent, notice is hereby given that 
the applicant claims as priority: ~. 

COUNTRY APPLICATION NO DAY/MONTH/YEAR 

Japan 2002-342440 26 November 2002 

Certified copies of the corresponding Convention application(s) were submitted to the 
International Bureau in PCT Application No. PCT/JP03/14635. Receipt of the certified 
copy(s) by the International Bureau in a timely manner under PCT Rule 17.1(a) has been 
acknowledged as evidenced by the attached PCT/IB/304. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 

MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 



Gregory J. Maier 
Attorney of Record 
Customer Number Registration No. 25,599 

22850 Surinder Sachar 

Registration No. 34,423 

(703)413-3000 

Fax No. (703)413-2220 

(OSMMN 08/03) 
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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION CONCERNING 
SUBMISSION OR TRANSMITTAL 
OF PRIORITY DOCUMENT 

(PCT Administrative Instructions, Section 411) 


To: 

MIYATA, Masaaki 

Sawada Mivata & Yamada Patent 

Office 

Ginza TK Bldg., 1-7, Shintomi 1- 
chome 

Chuo-ku, Tokyo 104-0041 
Japan 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

17 February 2004 (17.02.2004) 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
S03P1348WO00 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/JP2003/014635 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

1 8 November 2003 (18.11 .2003) 


International publication date (day/month/year) 

Not yet published 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

26 November 2002 (26.11.2002) 


Applicant 

SONY CORPORATION et al 



1. By means of this Form, which replaces any previously issued notification concerning submission or transmittal of priority 
documents, the applicant is hereby notified of the date of receipt by the International Bureau of the priority document(s) 
relating to all earlier application(s) whose priority is claimed. Unless otherwise indicated by the letters M NR", in the 
right-hand column or by an asterisk appearing next to a date of receipt, the priority document concerned was submitted or 
transmitted to the International Bureau in compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b). 

2. (If applicable) The letters M NR M appearing in the right-hand column denote a priority document which, on the date of mailing 
of this Form , had not yet been received by the International Bureau under Rule 1 7.1 (a) or (b). Where, under Rule 1 7.1 (a) , the 
priority document must be submitted by the applicant to the receiving Office or the International Bureau, but the applicant 
fails to submit the priority document within the applicable time limit under that Rule, the attention of the applicant is directed 
to Rule 17.1(c) which provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the 
applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document within a time limit which is 
reasonable under the circumstances. 

3. (If applicable) An asterisk^) appearing next to a date of receipt, in the right-hand column, denotes a priority document 
submitted or transmitted to the International Bureau but not in compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b) (the priority document 
was received after the time limit prescribed in Rule 17.1 (a) or the request to prepare and transmit the priority document was 
submitted to the receiving Office after the applicable time limit under Rule 1 7.1 (b)). Even though the priority document was 
not furnished in compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b), the International Bureau will nevertheless transmit a copy of the 
document to the designated Offices, for their consideration. In case such a copy is not accepted by the designated Office 
as priority document. Rule 17.1(c) provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before 
giving the applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document within a time limit 
which is reasonable under the circumstances. 

Priority date Priority application No. Country or regional Office Date of receipt 

or PCT receiving Office of priority document 

26 Nove 2002 (26.1 1 .2002) 2002-342440 JP 09 Janu 2004 (09.01 .2004) 
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